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I W
ould Prefer N

ot To: A
 love story set 

in G
oogle im

age, is the current exhibition 
at Prom

eteo G
allery by the artist group 

A
lterazoni V

ideo.  B
ased in several differ-

ent countries, their collective approach to 
m

aking 
w

ork 
is 

naturally 
m

ade 
possible 

by the internet. A
lterazoni V

ideo are no 
strangers to the þne art that is searching 
G

oogle Im
age and Youtube, how

ever once 
they have þnished blogging they do som

e-
thing w

ith the m
aterial.

Im
ages 

and 
videos 

are 
translated 

into 
sculpture, collage, þlm

 and even a m
usic 

com
pilation of fam

ous songs covered acous-
tically by am

ateurs on Youtube. 

Standing in the centre of the gallery, A
nother 

G
uinness W

orld R
ecord is a set of bow

ling 

It’s always a pleasure to see anyone celebrate
their own Birthday with such exuberance 
as 5.5 Designers have done this week 
in Milan. Upon entering the French cultural 
centre you are greeted by an array of bright 
colours, helium balloons and party-time 
confetti so it seems markedly clear that over
the past þve and half years since their
inception, 5.5 designers have had a lot 
of fun… and what a way to celebrate. 

Once again 5.5 present their “Save a 
product for 1 Euro” project, driven by a fail-
ure of the client to go through with the sale 
of 5.5’s, already produced products and 
deciding to buy the stock and then sell 
it themselves. In these wobbly times 5.5 seems 
to have nailed it on the head, connecting 
both their previous works and this particular 
project with our current economic situation. 
“Save a product” really feels all the more 
sincere now it’s been placed in this context 
where people, including myself, just feels 
enticed to buy into the idea, not just the 
products. It’s inspiring to think that these 
designers have gone to such extreme

lengths,  both þnancial and time-consuming,
to keep an object alive when its previous
destiny was to be destroyed.

In an equally enticing show full of colour 
and vibrancy it was exciting also to see such 
depth of concept and idea throughout their 
brief retrospective. They continue to address 

serious and current issues in focused, genu-
inely interesting and very accessible ways. 

Their continuing battle to manufacture 
products, serious in their agenda and fun in 
their outlook, has only strengthened their 
prominence within a notoriously difþcult 
industry.  May their balloons not pop to soon.

Love  Storyballs stacked eight high. The sculpture is 
a result of typing the w

ords “bow
ling ball 

stacking” 
into 

Youtube, 
and 

discovering 
endless clips of attem

pts to break the w
orld 

record for stacking bow
ling balls. A

pparently
the record is 10. 

If You C
an R

ead This Thank A
 Veteran,  

is 
a 

sculpture 
recreating 

a 
photo 

found 
on G

oogle im
age of a soldier w

earing full 

cam
ouÿage 

uniform
, 

lying 
on 

a 
couch 

upholstered in ÿoral print fabric of sim
ilar 

cam
ouÿage colours. From

 a distance it is 
difþcult to distinguish betw

een the soldier 
and the couch, as the cam

ouÿage uniform
 

seem
s to blend in w

ith the couch fabric.

W
hilst I w

as chatting to Prom
eteo G

allery’s 
Fabrizia 

Endrizzi 
about 

the 
exhibition, 

A
lberto 

C
affarelli 

and 
M

atteo 
Erenbourg 

of the group stopped by to þx one of their 
sculptures: a tree trunk in the shape of a pair 
of legs, pissing into a tyre, (Susanna, 2009). 
The sculpture has tem

porarily stopped pissing.

Friendly and articulate about their w
ork, 

M
atteo adm

itted that a group of m
en w

orking 
together can at tim

es get quite im
polite, how

-
ever the results of their exchanges are objects 
that articulate a delightful and inform

ative 
hum

our, exploring w
hat w

e docum
ent online.

Prom
eteogallery

V
ia G

iovanni Ventura, 3 
20134 M

ilano, Italy

w
w

w.alterazionivideo.com
w

w
w.prom

eteogallery.com

Exhibition open Tues – Sat 11am
-1pm

 3-7pm

W
ords by L

orna R
obertson

Wander down via Savona and you’ll 
þnd a curious structure. Fashioned from 
recycled cardboard rolls, boxes, lop-
sided tarpaulin and hessian sacking, with 
a bizarre compilation of bicycle parts 
linked to a car battery, People are 
Energy is a pedal-powered public energy 
station. Passers by can join the pedalling for
different lengths of time, recharging the 

Words and images by Tamsin van Essen

battery to power music speakers, recharge 
phones, cameras ipods, drills, or any other 
electrical items they happen to be carrying. 

Sit in the shade, have a game of chess 
and get your legs working for some 
cycle-powered energy.

Open until Sunday 26 April, via Savona 30.

Contact us with collaborations, content, tips and exclusives.
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Italian Phrase English: 	 What will make me drunk? Quickly?
Italiano: 	C osa mi rendera ubriaco? Subito?of the Day:

“...full of colour and
vibrancy, it was exciting
also to see such depth 
of concept and idea...”




